
Bringing Your Pet to India — Advance NOC, Baggage Rules & Checklist 
(2026)

What an officer checks in this document — and what gets it refused.

What this document must contain

The baggage route requires: proof of two or more years abroad and of transferring

residence to India; a maximum of two pets (dog or cat); an ISO microchip implanted

before the rabies vaccination; rabies vaccination given more than one month but within

twelve months before travel, certified with the chip number; an official veterinary

health certificate from the origin country; the owner's name matching the ticket; and a

declaration that the animal is a bona fide pet with no commercial, gift or breeding

purpose. On arrival the pet is examined, provisional clearance is issued, and final

clearance follows after 30 days. A pet flying unaccompanied must arrive within one month

of the owner.

Do

• Implant the microchip before the rabies vaccination

• Keep the vaccination inside the 1-to-12-month window

• Get the Advance NOC before finalising the pet's booking

• Match the owner's name on ticket and application

• Land where an Animal Quarantine station operates

Do not

• Don't book the pet's flight before the NOC position is clear

• Don't vaccinate first and chip second — the record won't tie

• Don't assume the baggage route without 2 years abroad

• Don't ship the pet more than a month behind you

• Don't present the pet as anything but a bona fide pet

Mistakes that get this document refused

• Flights booked before the NOC was applied for

• Rabies vaccination given less than a month before travel

• Microchip implanted after the vaccination, so the record does not tie to the chip

• Owner flying on a different booking from the one on the application

• Assuming the baggage route applies after a one-year posting abroad

The finished document

A sample of this pet import noc is on the guide page, free to read:

https://www.sureshotvisa.com/documents/pet-import-noc-india

The version filled in with your own details — and read by a consultant at our licensed

firm before you submit it — is a paid service. Start it from the guide page above.
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